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The City of Doraville has taken a number of actions aimed at slowing the spread of the novel coronavirus 
COVID19. On March 15th, all city buildings were closed, large city gatherings were canceled, and any staff 
who could work from home were asked to do so. Furthermore, on March 18th, the Doraville City Council 
passed an emergency ordinance placing limits on certain businesses: including a restriction on dining in 
restaurants, as well as closing hair salons, massage parlors, nail spas and gyms/fitness centers. 

As the number of cases has continued to increase, it has become clear that more action is needed. On 
March 23rd, the City of Atlanta’s mayor published an order requiring all residents within the city to shelter 
in place. On March 24th, the cities of Decatur and Brookhaven took similar actions.  

Given the circumstances, I am calling on all Doraville residents to shelter in place immediately. The 
Doraville City Council will be voting to amend our emergency ordinance and codify this order on March 
26th. The less physical contact we have with each other now, the more likely we are to slow the spread of 
the virus and prevent a medical catastrophe.  

COVID19 presents a challenge to the world that is unprecedented in recent history. While the virus was 
only discovered in December 2019, it has since spread to almost every continent. As of today, over 
463,000 people have been infected with the virus, and the disease has been fatal in nearly 21,000 of those 
cases. In Georgia, we have seen 1,247 cases, 40 of which have been fatal. This trendline has been 
exponential, and without a serious intervention we can expect to have more cases than hospital beds very 
soon.   

The most effective approach to dealing with this virus would be led by the state or federal government and 
would involve both strict regulations about sheltering in place as well as widespread testing. In the absence 
of that leadership, however, it is up to individual municipalities to pick up the slack and try to mitigate the 
spread of the virus as much as possible.  
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